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Itear Paul, 6/6/77 

Kour owm 1 was delayed by & aids trip to Newark N.J. Came today and 1 two- you 
for the inf or ration in it and tbs enclosures. It is helpfu» and it raises more questions. 

I 'a clad you approve what 1 have boon quota! as saying. I rocall no s&squotatian* and 
itdilw I have not man* Today* a In th* T Ixos 1*11 a bz tomor ro w when I v i| in 
DvC« f whotbor or not thoro is a Hall hearing* 

In case the lady-like im&i age of the Loo Angeles Member reaches you, "that eoa-of-e- 
hiteh has been out to gat use from tho first," it is falsa. While 1 had doubts I hope yon 
share about Downing and Gonsalog, I want to sows trouble, including when I was ill and weak, 
to be of help and gaoe thos a very largo stack of significant nate lal. The only reason 
their counsel did not leave with more last ctobar ia because ha did not want to *■»■<•» ooze. 
This was on & lng. They ware coning on JF5C and never did. lot ay fault, tij break was over 
ethical and legal questions and the ohoapest iind of *'liilad* iphie-lawyer lying. VhLl* 

I have little oonoern for what ia said, a ore th»n enough of this is in writing. 

After 2 wrote you I had a response fro EHS1. I’d filed and FOIL maquaat. They 
referred to tbhir 3.7. office, ae by sow you nay have heard. 

It is pretty faroat ■ if a respect *obel lunrsato lisa and says hs was supported by 
federal money if in fact he wa h not. Sspeoially when it io included on the inside-back 
cover as a required "legal notioo." (even is including a diaola imer of the assurance of 
accuracy.) 

There remains what 1 regard as a basic question! if not true why did Alvaros say it? 

Ion have no doubt of 1UA mishandling. It is not too late to provide Jla with su^reotions. 
We arc a till in court on that one. 

tfhsn I referred to Alvares having been turned on by students I recalled, I *m nir 
clearly, that he said years ago the animated discussions by and with his students turned 
him on. As I also reohll it at that time there ware only two books, WW and Inquest. 2 
reoall nothing- of thin nature in Inquest, at least not in the required detail. Therefore 
I did asouas that however he learned, Alvares Inured from W, despite a studied contrary 
protonse in this newer drafc. 

lou say you reoall having little to do with this. 1 am not asking to criticise you 
and if yon discussed it with bln what is there to oriels#? bo thing, hy sols interest is 
knswing what happened as it relates here to the possible W original sourco. 

w hat I find provocative— and not l’a not beating around the bush with words 
interesting or fascinating - is "His interest in the head snap started after he asked me 
what the single most convincing piece of evidence for a conspiracy was." 

for s man of solaces 1 believe any one is inadequate because any one can be equivocal 
or even wrong while many other* could be right, from this I as. * encoring if for his own 
reasons he was locking for what hs did — making a basic assault on a major criticism of 
the Report and the official account. 

Later you say "Hayba we can agree that the Zaoruder film is fifil simple to Interpret" 
as others like Downing think. lou have forgotten, "r perhaps I never tola you. Anyway, «>w i 
I wrote about the hsad*anap part in 1966 (it it- toward the end of WWll) 1 believed it 
would not be credited and rewrote it down to almost nothing but a cantiou. If I do tot 
go as far as you do in what is possible interpretatively if you switch to acceptability 
there is no disagreement. Where there ia diwagreemaot la whore moat diaagreo with me. 1 
do not regard it la scientific or reasonable to isolate individual items of evidence. 

(I’ve been over three hours getting this far. The phone, over the Hall hearing in* 
Washington tenor ow and the HTTlaes story today, has bean busy. * marks the ppot when I 
got « California oa 1 a half half ego-last half hour. 30 I’m sorry if I am disjointed.) 
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Thare ars, I ruaind you, two separata items. one the jiggle* a a you call it and than 
the Tin* -lag* ns I do. ‘ink's book was not out for about another year. But was the 
iivtura* au^otob explanation the business of the none moving into the force that hit it? 

Hy senory has aisled me. I thhught the idea ozlgluatec with ^leon. 

When they appeared X read boor of the books on the w p anhalnsr case. Alvarez' otm 
then asaat nothing to *». Ton aey they contain unflattering portraits. Are you saying ha 
la one of those who went after 0 and In doing It presentee hit so If in thio unflattering 
WS2 to tho*'- who wrote later? Ky own view la thus what happened to 0 was AoCorthyisa in 
its no re pqriaoipled aspect*. Ion need not agree bat with this ny pplaion if Alvarez h 
joined In the political hue and ay that is a self-portrait to ms. 

h’ot inconsistent witji hio Operation Jsspn career. I've forgotten the details of it. 

The Btenebower phrase is llktaiy-IndSetrial ocmplss. Ky recollection ie that this was 
big brains justifying everything (that I would nbt Justify). 

xhsre is an undercurrent of dafoncivonsGo in your graf where you say of course a 
* *^ 0® is not a h ea d . I'm not a aciaatist and I 'a not going to go through all that business 
again but Z aa saying that an ae rtaa noa grise of the scientific worl knows batter than the 
experiment of w ieh you were part. I'n glad to know thstSodar and Sagas* of whoe I have 
no recollection, agree with my chieJcan-ftraer* s notion that with tha bona in it tlx) skull 
la relatively rigid. There is nueh more that oan he said than. this. Kora than tho absence 
of replacement of bone, narrsa, attachment, etc. Bat thio fron a Jtobel laureate and it is 
called selcnoo? Too and Oiecn were kids, perhaps overwhSlsad by hie reputation. 

*ou do not respond to ay question about where ia tha melon the shots were aiosa and 
about even with on unattached melon would you exjact the ease reaction If the foros were 
applied ia the nid-.la as you uotud get with it applied at tha top. We have leumed much 
since what I remember as the tisso of those abortings. 

x Vftn Wawhall and I've never found him irresponsible. If I've forgotten that 
conversation what you say is on uaderatutaaeat of what Z thought. h&rdner is und. ro bating 
considerably and euptmoualy. I do not ask why. It is scant oonfort bo find that Just 
about everyone whs has had any contact with the coadtes ooue around to ay surly 
opinioo-and Predictions. U have net seen the Bawls story but I'e confident it i* also 
understated.) fbasa interruption* just sees like they'll not end. One told Bu that the 
committee has iaauad a vacuous prase release attacking daw la for net waiting another 8 months 
to sea that by than they do not have what they now aunt believed at long last they hsve. 
"noth* ia that those who can got other jobs are looking. It ia not just on hqi i the 
news atorlas. But on tha stories I preeun? the reporters begin with the assumption that 
they oust be tiaid to get puat the desks and then tha desks eviscorato the* mors. fcX 
inpresoion of o&Us is that }io is a good person and an first-rate reporter. 

i' 11 out there briefly in a little over a week* I have no schedule. I'm going to 
Dallas for none BCIi work and then to LAfor other work. I expect to go to SF Just long 
enough to bob the Whites. 3el hnu been silent* unreepcaeive, for years. Tbackc and best* 



